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A new method of scaring albatrosses 
away from trawl-fishing lines in SA 
has dramatically reduced the number 
of drowned birds. More than 14,000 
albatrosses were killed in 2006, but with 
the bird-scaring lines fewer than 100 died 
by entanglement last year. Now Namibia, 
where 30,000 seabirds die annually, 
will also begin using this method. 

 GO TO Cape Town for ocean birding 
tours. capetownpelagics.com, birdlife.org.za

Zimbabwe will sell more than 60 elephants 
from Hwange National Park at about 
$40,000 each to unnamed buyers in 
China, France and United Arab Emirates. 
The country’s wildlife agency says it 
needs the money to fund the protection 
of its parks because it receives no state 
funding. Last year poachers killed at 
least 135 elephants in Hwange.

 GO TO Somalisa or Sinamatella camp 
in Hwange National Park. zimparks.org, 
africanbushcamps.com, walkafrica.com 

It’s a good time to get great deals on safari 
trips. Despite no ebola cases in any of the 
major safari countries, the viral outbreak 
has caused misinformed foreign travellers 
to cancel their holidays. Between 20 and 
70 per cent of bookings were not taken up 
last year, leaving empty rooms for lodge 
operators in southern and east Africa. 

 GO TO Etosha in Namibia, Chobe in 
Botswana, Mana Pools in Zimbabwe. 
wilderness-safaris.com, andbeyond.com

MICHAEL EVERSON OF 
EVERSON’S CIDER 
 
Grabouw. Tastings by 
appointment, +27 (0)82 554 
6357; eversoncider.com
‘We ferment juice from freshly crushed 
apples – and we add nothing. Our most 
traditional cider is Gnarr, made in the 
style of English scrumpy – crushed 
organic apples are left to lie on the 
mulch, collecting wild yeasts for natural 
fermentation in oak barrels for six weeks, 
then aged for six months before bottling. 
It’s essentially apple wine – no bubbles, 
unpasteurised. It’s rough but has a lovely 
character. Elgin has plenty besides 
apples and wine. The new zipline canopy 
tour (capecanopytour.co.za) is very cool 
– its longest stretch is 320 metres. 
Mofam River Lodge (mofam.co.za) has 
chalets beside a dam with waterskiing 
and wakeboarding. And Cape Pine (+27 
(0)21 859 1612) rents old back-to-basics 
forestry cottages with no electricity. Two 
great restaurants are Gordon’s Country 
Kitchen (+27 (0)21 844 0343) on Thandi 
Farm, and Fresh at Paul Cluver.’

ONESIMO JOSÉ OF BR INNY 
BREEZES AT OLD MAC DADDY

The Valley Road, off N2. 
+27 (0)21 844 8900; 
oldmacdaddy.co.za
‘I moved here in 2011. I was offered 
the job of chef, so I came to check out 
Elgin and fell in love. I have found such 
a peaceful life in the valley – this is a 
wonderful area for walks, and I love 
jogging at sunset or early morning. 
There are fantastic mountain trails. The 
restaurant is in a large, modern barnlike 
space at Old Mac Daddy, an unusual 
hotel designed like a trailer park with 
guest rooms in vintage Airstream 
caravans. They’ve all been individually 
decorated. ‘Life Before Colour’ is black 
and white, and the pair of baking-themed 
‘Love Cake?’ trailers are next to the 
dam. Our simple, down-to-earth menu 
includes thin-base, wood-oven pizzas, 
we smoke our own pork, and in summer 
we do braais around the pool. Most of 
our produce comes from the area, plus 
Elgin wines, MCCs and ciders.’

EMILY HOUSE OF 
HOPE@PAUL CLUVER  

De Rust Estate, off the 
N2. +27 (0)21 844 0605; 
cluver.co.za 

‘My husband and I came out here to 
better understand a local NGO we were 
promoting in the UK. Within six months 
we’d moved here for a year. Five years 
later, we’re still here! I’ve ended up running 
events at Paul Cluver’s amphitheatre [Kids 
Theatre Festival on 28 March], which is 
unlike anything I’ve ever experienced. The 
combination of being in nature, encircled 
by tall ghost gum trees, really close to the 
artists, is astonishing. Dr Cluver, who built 
the amphitheatre, also built a series of 
bridges from recycled wine barrels as 
part of the estate’s biking trails. Bear Trap 
Lodge (beartraplodge.co.za) rents out 
bikes. As a family, we often eat at the 
Elgin Grabouw Country Club (countryclub.
co.za), on the edge of Eikenhof Dam. 
On Friday nights, many locals meet at 
Bodemloos Kombuis (off Appletiser Road; 
+27 (0)82 899 1333) – they serve pizzas 
and sometimes there’s live music.’

The Elgin Valley is 75km from Cape Town. British Airways � ies to Cape Town from London, 
Johannesburg, Durban and Port Elizabeth. Visit ba.com.

MELISSA NELSON OF 
GENEVIEVE MCC

Bot River. Tastings 
by appointment, 
+27 (0)83 302 6562; 

genevievemcc.co.za 
‘I was a pilot before I made the leap to 
winemaking. I’ve always loved that sense 
of occasion when a bottle of bubbly is 
opened – what other wine makes a noise 
when you open it? My tiny vineyard on the 
Van der Stel Pass is a mere two hectares. 
My 2008 maiden vintage produced just 
5,500 bottles. It was good enough to 
encourage me to carry on; now I’m up to 
10,000. Although we’re only an hour from 
Cape Town, I think because you traverse 
Sir Lowry’s Pass to get here, it somehow 
feels like you’re going away on holiday. 
You don’t fi nd massive wineries here. Bot 
River has several one-man-show wine 
farms – like Luddite (+27 (0)83 444 3537) 
and Beaumont (+27 (0)28 284 9194) 
– where the owner is also the winemaker. 
If you’re staying over, Old Mac Daddy is 
a must – I especially love its pool.’
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SCOTT RAMSAY’S
BUSH 
TELEGRAPH
NEWS FROM THE 
SOUTHERN 
AFRICAN WILD

Follow conservation photojournalist 
Scott Ramsay on lovewildafrica.com.
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