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The extremely rare Pickersgill’s reed 
frog is found in scattered populations 
across a total of just 14km2 near KZN’s 
coast. One of the last remaining groups 
lives on land belonging to King Shaka 
Airport in Durban. These tiny frogs got
a boost when the Endangered Wildlife 
Trust worked with the airport to clear 
alien vegetation and rehabilitate their 
wetland habitat.

 GO TO Glenholme Nature Reserve, 
Kloof, or Froggy Pond at Mount Moreland. 
Also see leapdayforfrogs.org.za.

More than 1,000 rhinos were killed in 
2014 in South Africa, mostly in Kruger,  
by Mozambican poachers who cross the 
border at night. Until recently there were 
few regulations against killing a protected 
species in that country. A new law in 
Mozambique now makes it a serious 
offence, with up to 12 years’ imprisonment 
and a hefty fi ne. 

 VISIT sanparks.org, awf.org

If you haven’t yet rafted the famous rapids 
at Vic Falls, do so soon. Construction of 
the Batoka Gorge hydroelectric plant 
on the Zambezi is likely, according to
conservationists in Zimbabwe. The 196m- 
high dam wall will fl ood the rapids and 
gorge – a World Heritage Site and National 
Park – to within a kilometre of the falls. 

 GO TO Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe, or 
Livingstone, Zambia. wildhorizons.co.za; 
adventurezonevicfalls.com

HENNIE COETZEE OF BARBERTON 
XCM MTB CHALLENGE 
 
31 January. 
+27 (0)82 455 1765; 
barbertonxcm.co.za
‘Barberton was founded in 1884. Sheba 
is the country’s oldest functioning gold 
mine – and one of the world’s richest. 
We’re also at the centre of huge forestry 
operations. Our annual MTB event goes 
though SAPPI forest and Mountainlands, 
a private nature reserve. We are 720m 
above sea level, and the race climbs to 
about 1,600m. There are fi ve routes, the 
longest being the 110km ultra marathon. 
From Barberton you can cycle to 
Kaapsehoop, a tiny hamlet known for 
its wild horses (horsebacktrails.co.za); 
it’s about 30km away via mountain 
routes, jeep tracks and dirt roads. We’re 
also close to Kruger Park – just 70km 
away. For help with access to MTB trails 
on private land, cyclists can contact 
us. Among the guesthouses in town, 
Barberton Manor (barbertonmanor.com) 
was built in 1927, and Fountain Baths 
has a really long history.’

DANIELLE VERMEEREN 
OF JOSEPHINE ’S

40 General Street. 
+27 (0)13 712 3543; 
restaurantjosephine.co.za
‘Josephine [the chef] and I had a 
restaurant in Belgium. For 15 years we 
visited SA several times a year. In 2010, 
we landed up in Barberton. We woke 
the next day, saw the mountains and 
fell in love with this place. There’s a real 
sense of unhurried African time. So 
we moved here. Waking up to those 
mountains still gives me goose bumps 
– each day they have a different shape, 
sometimes clouded, sometimes not, 
and the colours are forever changing. 
We do traditional Belgian food (vol-au-
vent, beef stew, steak tartare – all 
with hand-cut chips and real Belgian 
mayonnaise) and serve 12 different 
Belgian beers. Visitors can go on guided 
gold mine tours and try panning for gold 
– I still have a tiny piece from my fi rst 
visit. In January, we have the big annual 
Rotary mountain-bike race in town.’ 

SUE H ICKS OF 
FOUNTAIN BATHS  

48 Pilgrim Street. 
+27 (0)13 712 2707; 
facebook.com

‘The name – originally Fountain Hotel 
and Baths – alludes to the fact that it 
had the fi rst swimming pool in the then 
northern Transvaal [there is still a pool 
here]. Now I have eight [self-catering] 
cottages, each with access into the 
garden where there’s masses of birdlife, 
and you can spot small creatures like 
porcupines and bushbabies. I’ve never 
lived in a house less than 100 years 
old, and I’m very aware of decorating 
sympathetically to the period. This place 
was built in 1884. I’ve always felt there’s 
value in old buildings – they preserve the 
human history of a place. We’re right on 
the edge of the town centre, next door 
to the museum (+27 (0)13 712 4208), 
which is in the old Barberton iron and 
steel foundry building, and is the starting 
point for a signposted heritage walk that 
takes in various historic monuments and 
houses dating back 130-odd years.’

Barberton is 375km east from Johannesburg, en route to the Kruger Park. British Airways � ies 
to Jo’burg from Cape Town, Durban, Port Elizabeth and London. Visit ba.com.

BRIAN YOUNG OF 
PYRAMID FL IGHT PARK  

1 Kaapsehoop Road. 
+27 (0)82 337 8206; 
pyramidfl ight.com 

‘My biggest regret is that I didn’t move 
here earlier in life. The Barberton valley is 
quite unique – from outer space it looks 
like a huge crater, and in summer it’s so 
green it hurts your eyes. It used to be 
a tobacco farming area, now it’s mainly 
macadamia nuts; there’s also sugar cane, 
some citrus and quite a few game farms. 
We do [up to one hour] scenic fl ights in 
microlights and fi xed-wing aircraft; we 
can go up about 4,000 feet. I’ve been 
fl ying for 33 years, and I fl y 150 different 
types of aircraft. I have a fl ight school, 
with chalet accommodation for people 
doing full-time courses. Barberton’s 
mining wealth meant it had SA’s fi rst 
stock exchange – the façade is still 
standing (Pilgrim Street). For light meals 
I like the tennis club’s café (Function 
Junction, President Street), but for an 
evening meal it has to be Josephine’s.’
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SCOTT RAMSAY’S
BUSH 
TELEGRAPH
NEWS FROM THE 
SOUTHERN 
AFRICAN WILD

Follow conservation photojournalist 
Scott Ramsay on Instagram @wildscotty.
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