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Kruger National Park recently completed 
its fi rst stage of capturing and moving 
rhinos out of poaching hotspots into 
safer areas, both in and outside the park. 
A total of 29 rhinos were translocated. 
More than 1,215 rhinos were killed by 
poachers in 2014 in South Africa, mostly 
in Kruger, and this is seen as one way 
to mitigate the escalation in poaching. 

 GO TO Kruger National Park, South 
Africa. sanparks.org

A proposed 53km highway through the 
northern section of Serengeti National 
Park has been put on hold – temporarily 
– by Tanzania’s courts. The road would 
have likely caused irreversible damage 
to the wildebeest and zebra migration, 
as well as detracted signifi cantly from 
the iconic park’s sense of wilderness. 

 GO TO Serengeti National Park, west 
of Arusha, Tanzania. asiliaafrica.com, 
savetheserengeti.org

Experts have long suspected that 
elephants can communicate over vast 
distances. A new study in Namibia 
using GPS data from 14 dif ferent 
herds shows that their movements are 
triggered by thunderstorms more than 
250km away. The ellies can predict 
approaching rain several days, sometimes 
weeks, before it arrives in their area. 

 GO TO Purros and Palmwag, south-
west of Etosha Park, Namibia. etendeka-
namibia.com, okahirongolodge.com 

JOHN VARTY OF 
TIGER CANYONS 
 
25km north-west of town. 
+27 (0)51 773 0063; 
jvbigcats.co.za
‘In Asia, tigers are declining at a rate 
of one per day. So we’ve set up an 
ex situ conservation experiment: a wild 
population of tigers amid rock formations 
on the side of a huge lake. The Free 
State is the only province where the law 
allows me to do this – other SA provinces 
only allow tigers in captivity. I started in 
2000 with two tigers and there are now 
three gene lines and 23 tigers. I’ve got 
the only wild white tiger in the world and 
she has three cubs. We operate on 8,000 
hectares and we’ve become the best 
place on Earth to photograph wild tigers. 
In three days, you can easily shoot a 
thousand great pictures in a beautiful 
setting with excellent light. We don’t 
offer accommodation, but Starry Nights 
(starrynights.co.za ) is a good selection of 
historical cottages in town. Unfortunately 
Die Swart Skaap, a restaurant with 
rooms, burned down recently.’

DONOVAN ROEBERT OF 
KHEHLA ART

Colin Fraser Street, 
visits by appointment. 
+27 (0)51 773 0455
‘Khehla is the Zulu word for a settled, 
middle-aged man who’s had his children 
and is moving on into early sunset. That’s 
me. My wife and I developed a specialised 
technique for painting fabric. It’s a truly 
African product with pictures executed 
on cotton cloth using various brush 
techniques. We use black outline to 
create a leaded, stained-glass effect. 
I do the designs and we have a team of 
painters. I’ve written books on Buddhism 
and several novels – Philippolis inspires 
creativity. This was the fi rst colonial 
settlement in the Free State, but there’s 
an interesting older history involving the 
Khoi San. Adam Kok settled here with the 
Griquas before any whites arrived. The 
town has very beautiful Karoo, Victorian 
and Art Deco buildings. And out of town 
is John Varty’s tiger reserve, where he 
runs a rescue and breeding programme.’ 

CARIN PIENAAR OF 
DIE SWART SKAAP  

37-39 Voortrekker Street. 
+27 (0)83 474 7124 
‘There’s no fi re brigade in 

Philoppolis, but I called some farmers and 
within minutes 20 people were helping me 
put out the fl ames. The fi re happened in 
November and I’m rebuilding – we’ve also 
acquired the town butchery, which I’m 
converting into the Philippolis Karoo Deli, 
with a smart industrial look. The restaurant 
has an underground wine cellar and is 
decorated with quirky furniture, vintage 
bric-a-brac, old typewriters, cameras… 
Miraculously, none of the antiques were 
damaged in the fi re. Even the paintings 
survived. I have two guestrooms with 
a semi-rustic farm feel; my sister’s place, 
Oppiestoep (+27 (0)84 401 0524), is more 
upmarket. It’s a funny little town. You fi nd 
cows wandering into your garden at night, 
and people moan about goats eating their 
plants. We locals have a saying: “You cry 
when you get here, and you cry when you 
have to leave.” It’s true. It’s a way of life 
that gets under your skin. I’ll never leave.’ 

Philippolis is 498km north of Port Elizabeth and 573km south-west of Johannesburg. British 
Airways � ies between Jo’burg, Port Elizabeth, Cape Town and Durban. Visit ba.com.

ABEL ERASMUS JR 
OF OTTERSKLOOF

25km from town. 
+27 (0)51 773 7017; 
otterskloof.com 

‘When we relocated from Wintershoek 
near Kimberley, it was the largest 
movement of game ever undertaken. We 
consolidated several sheep farms into a 
14,000-hectare property that we’ve been 
rehabilitating for eight years. There are
32 species of game for viewing by car, 
on foot or bike. It’s very rugged; there are 
rolling hills, deep canyons, vast plateaus 
on top of big koppies, and small crystal-
clear rivers. We get freshwater mussels 
and crabs, and breeding pairs of otters. 
We have 102km of MTB trails with 
awesome scenery, also hiking and running 
trails. People can stay in two lodges – one 
is a converted farmhouse with 11 rooms, 
a pool and meals. There’s also self-catering 
with solar lighting, gas heating and no 
cellphone reception. Philippolis is not 
[vibey] Clarens, but hospitality is heartfelt 
and there are interesting art galleries.’

(starrynights.co.za ) is a good selection of 
historical cottages in town. Unfortunately 
Die Swart Skaap
rooms, burned down recently.’
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SCOTT RAMSAY’S
BUSH 
TELEGRAPH
NEWS 
FROM THE 
AFRICAN WILD

Follow conservation photojournalist 
Scott Ramsay on lovewildafrica.com.
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